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@The acquisition argument (see, for example, his “Truth’ ):

1. Suppose that we understand the sentences of D.

2. Suppose that some sentences of D have unverifiable truth conditions.

3. Since to understand a sentence is to know its truth conditions,

4. it follows from 1 and 3 that we know the truth conditions of the sentences of D.

5. Now, if we know the truth conditions of the sentences of D then it was possible for us to acquire that
knowledge.

6. So from 4 and 5 it follows that it was possible for us to acquire knowledge of the truth conditions of the
sentences of D.

7. But since some of those truth conditions are unverifiable, it was possible for us to acquire knowledge of
unverifiable truth conditions.

8. But it is not possible for us to acquire knowledge of unverifiable truth conditions: a contradiction.
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@ The manifestation argument (see, for example, his ~ ‘Basis’ ):

1. Suppose that we understand the sentences of D.

2. Suppose that some sentences of D have unverifiable truth conditions.

3. Since to understand a sentence is to know its truth conditions,

4. it follows from 1 and 3 that we know the truth conditions of the sentences of D.

5. Now, if we know the truth conditions of the sentences of D then this knowledge is manifest in our use of the
sentences of D.

6. So from 4 and 5 it follows that our knowledge of the truth conditions of the sentences of D is manifest in
our use of the sentences of D.

7. But since some of those truth conditions are unverifiable, our knowledge of unverifiable truth conditions is
manifest in our use of the sentences of D.

8. But knowledge of unverifiable truth conditions is not manifest in our use of sentences of D: a contradiction.
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